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Seminar on Second Language Acquisition
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The goal of this seminar is to review the literature regarding the nature of
multilingual (or bilingual) language processing, particularly about L2 mental
lexicon and lexical processing, and L2 (or foreign language (FL)) vocabulary
teaching/learning. The focus for the first section of this seminar is to introduce
the theories about the difference between L1 and L2 lexical processing, the
structure and the neuropsychological basis of L2 mental lexicon, and the
language processing or switching mechanism in multi-linguals’ (or
bilinguals’) brains. The second part of this seminar focuses on reviewing the
studies about vocabulary learning or teaching in relation to Chinese or English
as a second language. Students can learn how to implement different kinds of
experiments to verify the theories previously learned. Except from reading
journal articles or developing abilities in critical thinking, students are
required to find a research topic they are interested in and to write either a
thorough literature review or a research proposal for the topic they choose.
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9/13 Introduction to theories of SLA/A Unified Model of Language Acquisition

9/20 The architecture of the bilingual word recognition system

9/27 Mental lexicon Research in the New Millennium/
Comparing the L1 and L2 mental lexicon

10/04 | Holiday, no class

Lexicon and Speech Production Process

10/11 | An Overview of Semantic Processing in Bilinguals/ The Bilingual Mental

10/18 | Bilingual Lexical Access |

10/25 | Bilingual Lexical Access Il

11/01 | Bilingual reading

mental lexicon

11/08 | Neurolinguistic contributions to understanding the bilingual

11/15 | # ¢ #%Ak? 2 2 e b ol ot b %

Recent Research Says

11/22 | Myths about Teaching and Learning Second Language Vocabulary: What

11/29 | Classification of L2 Vocabulary Learning Strategies

12/06 | Areassessment of frequency and vocabulary size in L2 vocabulary
teaching

12/13 | Imagery and verbal coding approaches in Chinese vocabulary
instruction/learning

12/20 | Inserting spaces into Chinese text helps readers to learn new words

12/27 | L2 Chinese reading/ Chinese character learning

01/03 | Cross language lexical priming extends to formulaic units

01/10 | #F ® = % &4k
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References:

According to the topics discussed each week, the instructor will
assign selected papers or book chapters for students to read.

The full list of reading materials will be announced on
the moodle platform at least 3 weeks before the
semester begins.

Other references:
Books:
Van Patten, B., & Williams, J. (2015). Theories in Second
Language Acquisition: An Introduction (2" ed.). NY:
Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group.

Saville-Troike, M. (2012). Introducing Second Language
acquisition. UK: Cambridge University Press.

Gass, S. M., & Selinker, L. (2008). Second Language Acquisition:
An Introductory Course, (3rd ed.). New York : Routledge.

Principles of Language Learning and Teaching
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« Journal of Second Language Writing

«  Studies in Second Language Acquisition

« International Journal of Bilingualism

«  Linguistic Approaches to Bilingualism

«  Bilingualism: Language and Cognition

«  TESL Canada Journal

«  Computer Assisted Language Learning

+ International Journal of Computer-Assisted Language
Learning and Teaching (IJCALLT)

« Language Learning & Technology

* International Journal of Computational Linguistics and
Chinese Language Processing

« International Journal of Research in ELT




